
February 1 & 8, 2004February 1 & 8, 2004 Vol. 44, No.  3Vol. 44, No.  3

The Rector’s Report to the Annual Meeting
January 25, 2004

Yesterday morning, 300 of us gathered to give thanks for the life of Sally Lord. Sally’s ministries of almost
50 years in this parish are an icon of what it means to be a Christian. It was my privilege to have been her
friend for 11 of those almost 50 years, as it was a privilege for my predecessors Frank McClain, Bill Lea,
and Charlie Schreiner. I would like to dedicate this 12th Annual Report as your Rector to Sally Lord who so
typified the spirit and ministry of Christ Church.

Last year at this time we lifted up the ministry of this parish in a troubled nation and in a troubled
world. The effects of September 11, 2001 were with us then as they are still with us now. The threat of
terrorism, the looming war with Iraq, the endless conflict of Jews and Palestinians, the SARS and AIDS
epidemics, clergy sexual abuse, corporate greed, and a troubled economy all affected us in Winnetka
whether economically, emotionally, or spiritually. Where is God to be found in such suffering and in such
fearfulness? And yet that is the context for ministry because that is the context for which Christ laid down
his life.

Last year at this time I reported that in and through all that confronted us, we had much for which
to be thankful at Christ Church, but that our budget deficits of $240,00 over the prior two years were of
critical concern and needed highlighting in order to underscore the importance of addressing that reality and
that challenge. The reasons for that deficit were numerous. Increased maintenance for our new and reno-
vated space here at the Church on the Hill was one culprit, but it was our annual giving that had remained
essentially flat over the prior six years that we needed to target. As successful as the Capital Campaign had
been, it certainly affected annual giving. New and increased pledges did not keep pace with the loss of
pledge income due to death, moving away, and the reduction in pledges and non-pledged contributions
because of the economy. The bad news last year was that as of our Annual Meeting we had received 302
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Parish Forum

“Journeys of Faith: Spirituality and Mental Illness”
Most of us know someone who suffers from some form of

mental illness. It may be someone with whom we live or work; it
could be the person we sit next to in the pew at church. In spite of
efforts to bring mental illness “out of the closet” in recent years,
many people still see mental illness as a stigma, a mark of moral
weakness, a lack of will power or motivation, a choice, or an
excuse for particular behaviors. But what is mental illness? How
has an understanding of its causes and treatments changed over the

Sundays
February 8 & 15

10:10 - 11 a.m.
Mc Clain Room

years, from demonic possession to, in many cases, chemical imbalance? How, as a faith
community, can we reach out and support the mentally ill and those who love and care for
them?  To learn more about this timely and important topic, you are invited to a two-part
parish forum series “Spirituality and Mental Illness” February 8 and 15, 2004.

On February 8 we will welcome Dr. Kate Philben, Licensed Clinical Psychologist,
Fellow in the American Association of Pastoral Counselors, and staff psychotherapist at
the Samaritan Institute as she presents an overview of mental illness with a faith perspec-
tive. On February 15, Sue Shimon of WilPower, Inc. and parishioners George and Judy
Harmon will offer information about resources and services to persons with mental illness
and their families and friends. You won’t want to miss this valuable series.

About Mental Illness: Who are the mentally ill?  In the Chicago area, they are 1.8
million people:  22% of the adult population and 20% of the children. Among these,
400,000 suffer from depression, 96,000 from bipolar disorder, and 88,000 from schizo-
phrenia.  For around 5%, their illness is serious and even disabling.

About WilPower, Inc.: WilPower’s mission is to enable adults with chronic mental
illness to live as independently as possible, with dignity and security, in the northern
suburbs. WilPower, Inc. uses a psychiatric rehabilitation model to help people recover
from their illnesses and resume pursuit of their life goals. People can select from an array
of services that includes: permanent supported housing, supported employment, individual
and group counseling (general and substance abuse), case management, community
outreach, arts, social and recreational programming, peer support and related recovery
activities.

About Susan Shimon: Susan Shimon, M.S., is Executive Director of WilPower, Inc.
Prior to joining WilPower in 2001, she worked for 17 years at Thresholds, a similar, larger
organization. Susan’s interest in consumerism, self-advocacy, elimination of stigma and
connection to larger community networks of people in recovery led her to present on these
and related subjects throughout Illinois and elsewhere. She serves on the board of San
Jose Obrero Mission, a transitional housing program for homeless men in the Pilsen
community.



c u r r e n t s  &  t i d i n g s

The next Choir Angels meeting will be February 10 from 10:45 to noon
in the Choir Room. The group assists Richard with sorting and filing
choral music, preparing mailings, and collating paper handouts. If you
haven’t spoken to Richard to let him know you will be there and you
wish to help, or if you have questions, please call or e-mail him at the
Music Office (847-446-2850, ext 22; or
rclemmitt@christchurchwinnetka.org).

calling all
choir
angels

CALBOS
(Chicago Association for the Lost Boys of the Sudan)

invites you to a Benefit Dinner
for Educational and Medical Assistance

for the Sudanese Lost Boys living in Chicago

Saturday, February 21, 2004
6 p.m.

in the Great Hall of the Christ Church Parish House
470 Maple Street, Winnetka

(847) 446-2850

Sudanese Food & Cultural Presentations
Tukul Crafts for sale, made in the Sudanese Refugee Community in Cairo, Egypt

Tickets@ $50 per person. Name______________________No. of tickets _____  Total
$_________.
Please make your checks payable to St. Paul’s by-the-Lake, memo CALBOS Benefit Dinner.

Send this form to Bev Prevost, 458 Maple Street, Winnetka, IL 60093-2652
847-446-6507, or email TheRectory@aol.com

If you enjoy singing but don’t have time to make a regular commitment to our
choir, the Christ Church Chorale could be the group for you! The Chorale
will begin rehearsing on Thursday evening, February 5, preparing baroque
choral music by Vivaldi and others for a church service on Sunday, March 7.
Please contact Organist and Choirmaster Richard Clemmitt for more informa-
tion.

chorale
call



sung by the

Christ Church Choir
in preparation for an upcoming trip to the

Washington National Cathedral

and in thanksgiving for the 100th Anniversary

of our Parish status in the Diocese of Chicago

Illuminating the Word of God through the sacred musical settings by

William Byrd, Herbert Murrill and Samuel Sebastian Wesley

Sunday, February 1, 2004       5 pm
C H R I S T  C H U R C H

784 Sheridan Road, Winnetka
                      (847) 446-2850

Choral
Evensong

◆

 WWW.CHRISTCHURCHWINNETKA.ORG

Lobster
Boil

Christ Church Annual Lobster BoilChrist Church Annual Lobster Boil
Saturday, February 7Saturday, February 7  at   at 7 pm7 pm

The Parish HouseThe Parish House
Includes three-course lobster dinner, wine & beerIncludes three-course lobster dinner, wine & beer

Tables of 8 may be reserved, or ask to be placed at a table !

Call the Church office, 446-2850,Call the Church office, 446-2850,

to sign up for this Christ Church classic.to sign up for this Christ Church classic.



Your Bible! The Study Begins

Wednesday Evenings in Lent
March 3, 10, 17 & 24, 2004

7:30-9 pm
Lea Room

The novel, The Da Vinci Code and cover stories in Newsweek, Time and U. S. News and World
Report have piqued our interest in the origins of the Bible. What is the Bible? How did it come to
be? What are the Old and New Testaments about? How has the Bible been preserved and handed
on? How shall we study the Bible? What is its place in our lives?

Please join Patti Snickenberger and interested parishioners in examining these and other ques-
tions about the library of books that are the foundation of our faith.  This Kerygma course will
provide a refreshing orientation to the Book and open a door of understanding to all other Bible
study. If you’ve wanted a basic introduction to the Bible, this is it!

To register for Your Bible! The Study Begins, please complete this form and return it along with
your check by February 23 to Patti Snickenberger, Christ Church, 470 Maple Street, Winnetka,
IL 60093.

Yes, I am interested in participating in the Kerygma Bible Study:

Name___________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

Daytime phone____________________________________________

e-mail address_____________________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $12, payable to Christ Church (memo: “Kerygma”) to cover the cost of
materials.

Scholarships are available. Please see one of the clergy.



pledges for approximately $787,000 and that even the most optimistic projections of what we expected to
receive would have left us far short, once again, of the full support we needed for programs and staffing and
maintenance.

I announced that the Vestry was prepared to deal with these issues in three components. The first
would be an opportunity for Planned Giving. The second was a list of projects we were not able to complete
in our Capital Campaign and new projects both here and at the Parish House which are more capital in
nature and might be completed through memorials or specified gifts from parishioners beyond their annual
giving. The third and most critical component was annual giving itself, and in February the Vestry autho-
rized a second campaign with a pledge goal of $915,000.

Lawson Whitesides’ report is this year’s good news. 2002’s deficit of $145,000 was replaced by a
surplus of $21,000 at year’s end 2003. We were able to hold the line on our expenses and increased giving
was substantial. Last year I said,

I believe we can accomplish all of these things. I believe it because this parish is a family in God
and that God gives us the resources to be that family. I believe we can do it because God will help
us to do it. God will fill our hearts and our minds with the fire of the Holy Spirit to work hard, to
give generously, and to love one another just as Christ has loved us. I believe that we can do this
because Christ Church is a place where every gift, every offering, whether of our time or our
treasure or our talent, is valued because every person is valued.

For Planned Giving, Rick Taft’s committee produced a brochure and is calling on parish members
to encourage them to include a bequest to Christ Church in their wills. The committee is planning a seminar
in the spring to educate us on these planned giving opportunities. While I have you here, let me share with
you that I plan to include Christ Church in my will (hoping that the beneficiary has a long time to wait) but
also to remind you that it is our Prayer Book’s expectation that the Rector will “instruct the people about the
duty of Christians to make provision for the well-being of their families…not neglecting, if they are able, to
leave bequests for religious and charitable uses.”

Projects that are more capital in nature are still waiting to be fully funded. Some, like the Guild
Room, are a work in progress. The list was published in the Parish Paper and our hope is that memorial
contributions and dedicated gifts to the parish will accomplish those needs.

Looking back over this past year revealed a challenge to the Episcopal Church and to the Anglican
Communion when the General Convention of the Episcopal Church consented to the election of Gene
Robinson as the Bishop of New Hampshire. This is the first instance of an openly gay person elected and
then consecrated a Bishop of the Church and because of that, in the words of our own Bishop Persell, “His
election, the subsequent consent at Convention, and consecration have been viewed as courageous and
faithful by some and as unfaithful and sinful by others in our Church.” Bishop Robinson’s election and
consecration were the subjects of the parish forum last Sunday, and judging by the number of participants I
know that many of you are concerned about the impact of this decision on the Church as well. Those who
came to the forum are aware of my belief that Bishop Robinson’s sexuality was not an impediment to his
election and consecration but that I also understand and respect those who prayerfully disagree. You also
know that I am fearful about the threatened unity of the Episcopal Church in this country and the Anglican
Communion throughout the world. If the Holy Spirit is guiding the Church in a new direction, I also pray
that (continued on Page 7)
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the Holy Spirit will grant us charity toward one another and build bridges of trust and common purpose.

For this past year and for our future we at Christ Church have much for which to thank God. The
ministry of the Wardens and Vestry has been constant and effective. The leadership provided by Roger
Lumpp, retiring Senior Warden, and Robin Anstaett, Junior Warden, in their respective areas of Administra-
tion and Program has been focused and visionary. Our retiring Vestry persons along with Roger—never shy
but retiring nonetheless—Hugh Fox, Gordon Montgomery, Mary Walther, and Lucia Webster, have served
Christ Church ...with dedication and faithfulness. Molly Bayley, Annette Peck, Stuart Miller, Kevin Sido,
Barbara Spencer, Rick Potter, Steve Anderson, and Rick Taft have provided leadership in the areas of
Children and Adult Formation, Fellowship, Member Development, Finance, Music and Worship, Buildings
and Grounds, Stewardship, Planned Giving, and Investments. All of their reports have been included in this
Annual Report and it should be required reading to understand their accomplishments and devotion in their
service to God and to you. It is a great joy for me as Rector to work closely with the Wardens and Vestry in
this ministry to which the Holy Spirit has blessed us with such amazing resources. I also want to thank
Melanie Cody as Clerk, John Lien as Chancellor, and especially Lawson Whitesides as Treasurer. Lawson
put in an amazing year and kept the clarity of our financial situation very much on the front burner. Please
express our gratitude for the Vestry’s vital ministry.

The staff of Christ Church continues to be a tremendous blessing for the work they do and for the
love they have for the people of this parish. Patti Snickenberger as Associate Rector, Lane Hensley as
Curate until he was called to become the Rector of the Church of the Transfiguration in Palos Park, and now
George Smith as our Curate provide staff oversight for our growing programs of Adult Formation, Pastoral
Care, Outreach, Member Development, Communications, Youth, and Lay Ministries and Worship. They
also participate in the full range of pastoral and sacramental ministries of priests. Patti and George are
wonderfully supportive of each other and of me, and I couldn’t be happier with this clergy team. Canon Jim
Mathes, Bishiop Persell’s assistant (Canon to the Ordinary), assists us in worship when he is not otherwise
visiting parishes in the Diocese at the Bishop’s behest, but we’re happy that Jim, Terri, Lee, and Sarah have
made Christ Church their church home.

Richard Clemmitt and the ministry of Music continue to grow in amazing ways. The choir trip to
Wells Cathedral in England last summer and our invitations to Durham Cathedral in 2005, Lincoln Cathe-
dral in 2007, and Salisbury Cathedral in 2009 attest to the international reputation of our music program and
Richard’s loving and skillful ministry for which all of us are deeply, deeply grateful. Our own dear Kirstin
Synnestvedt ably assists Richard and can always be counted on to bring just the right hat to any occasion,
and our own dear Elizabeth Clemmitt provides our youngest choristers in the Primary Choir with real
enthusiasm for their gifts.

Melly Turner continues to provide our children and young people with an assurance of how much
God loves them through her hands-on ministry and that of her dedicated teachers. Melly has built on the
great tradition established by Sally Lord’s ministry as our church school grows stronger and stronger every
year. She is a deeply faithful person with spiritual gifts as a teacher and a teacher of teachers.

Molly Ethridge as our Parish Administrator is a source of such capability, creativity, and enthusi-
asm for the thousands of tasks that confront her office, all of which are accomplished with grace. If you
haven’t visited the web site lately, please do so because it speaks volumes about Molly’s care for our parish
and her pride in our parish. Molly is the glue for so many of our ministries for which I thank God every day.

(continued on Page 8)



Gennie Callard resigned as our Youth Minister last June and we wished her Godspeed at the Parish
Picnic. In the meantime, George has provided our youth ministry with a real boost and shot of adrenaline,
which has been very apparent and very well received.

Cathy O’Brien as our Bookkeeper, Dale Krone as editor of the Parish Paper, and Mary-Anne
Badenhorst as Office Assistant and Rummage Coordinator have behind-the-scenes ministries that are
competent and caring all at the same time. Their presence in the office makes us a more welcoming commu-
nity and adds immeasurably to the teamwork so evident on a day-to-day basis. Jim Caldwell is our Facilities
Manager with the continuing challenge of looking after our daunting properties. He does so with skill and
we are fortunate to have him. Mario Ruiz is our beloved senior Sexton who is always there for us and is
much loved by Christ Church. We were thrilled to have baby Pieter join Emmanuel when Lucilla gave birth
last summer. Roberto Robles was let go at the end of last year, and we are in the process of interviewing
candidates for his position. Sylvestor Bona is our other sexton who as I dictate this report is outside my
office window shoveling snow which must still seem a wonder to him after his years in the Sudan! Let me
put in a plug for the upcoming benefit for the Lost Boys of the Sudan on Saturday, February 21 at 6 p.m. in
the Great Hall. The proceeds will go toward educational scholarships for these young men as well as for
medical assistance.

This has been an anxious and challenging year for the staff, and I could not be more proud of their
extraordinary loyalty and hard work to further the mission of Christ Church. They deserve our thanks and
praise.

Bev and I became empty nesters once again last January when Marnie Prevost left the Rectory to
attend graduate school in New York City after we’d had her home for six months following her graduation
from Hobart-William Smith. Elizabeth Prevost and her husband, Mike Guenther, continue to live in Lincoln
Square in Chicago while they finish their dissertations and look for jobs in academia. (Thursday would be a
particularly good day to pray for Elizabeth.) Elizabeth has also been part of George Smith’s team meeting
with our high school group on Sunday morning, so it’s been wonderful for Bev and me to have her here
occasionally. Clergy families live in something of a fishbowl but Bev, Elizabeth, and Marnie have been so
wonderfully supportive of my ministry and have been so much a part of our parish’s life that I can’t imagine
having done this without them. I am grateful beyond measure for their love as I know Patti and George are
for their families.

So where are we going in this journey of faith we call the Christian Life at Christ Church? The
Wardens have noted and I have concurred that we are excited about the growth opportunities we see in our
future. It’s helpful to be reminded of our Mission Statement:

The Mission of Christ Church is to nurture our Christian faith as expressed in the Episco-
pal Church through worship, teaching, and caring for our parish and extended community,
growing through God’s love in Christ.

The level of growth outlined in these Annual Reports, growth in worship, in music, in Rummage and
Christmas Baskets, in children’s and youth ministries, in caring for each other, display an energy which is
the power of God working through us to be the Church, to be the Body of Christ through the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit.

(continued on Page 9)
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In our Thursday morning Kerygma Bible study of the Book of Acts, someone asked, “Who is this
Holy Spirit?” The question was timely because next Thursday we will study the second chapter in Acts
when the Holy Spirit came down like fire and wind and gave the Disciples an enthusiasm as witnesses of
and for Christ’s resurrection. That’s who the Holy Spirit is with us as we grow and stretch and welcome and
reach out and sing and pray and cook and teach. That’s the future for us as we claim the presence of that
Spirit right now. It’s no accident that the theme of our Diocesan Convention and Strategic Plan is “Change,
Build, Strive.” Growth is a dynamic component of what it means to be the Church and there are extraordi-
nary gifts in this parish to effect that.

The Vestry of Christ Church continues to consider the stewardship of our buildings in light of the
expiration of the doctors’ lease of the West Building in three years. Most of you know that the West
Building across the parking lot from the Parish House is our Rummage collection, sorting, and storage
facility. Many may not know that we rent the Oak Street side of the first floor to doctors and have done so
for 20 years. Their most recent lease will expire in November, 2006. In exploring whether or not the West
Building could be a resource of more value to the parish if configured differently, the Vestry has authorized
the formation of a committee to consider alternate uses of the West Building. The committee chair will be
Bob Bradner. The options include maintaining the West Building as it currently exists, selling it to a third
party to develop, or to develop it ourselves. Anticipating the first question that’s come to many of your
minds, does this mean the possibility of reconfiguring Rummage in some way, and of course the answer is
“Yes.” Does this mean that the possibility exists for our outreach that Rummage represents will be en-
hanced? I believe the answer is also “Yes.” I believe this is an exciting opportunity for Christ Church, but
we will take the time we need to do our homework and receive as much professional counsel and advice as
would be prudent, and to communicate with all of you where we are in that process.

At that same Vestry meeting I was pleased to have the Vestry grant me a sabbatical for this spring
and summer. My last sabbatical was in 1999, just after construction had begun here. The Wardens an-
nounced it with the assurance that I would be back late in November, “but in plenty of time to celebrate the
completion of our construction on Sheridan Road and Humboldt Avenue and the re-opening of our wonder-
ful new Church on the Hill facilities.” Who would have guessed just how much in time I would be back—
some ten months in time to be exact! In any event, my sabbatical will combine travel, study, family time,
and vacation, and I am very appreciative of this opportunity. Patti and George are so very capable, and I
only require that I be missed a little!

Returning to Sally Lord’s service yesterday, in a church filled with people who loved Sally, I was
conscious of how so much of that service reflected Sally’s love for children, her graceful caring for so many,
and that special sense of the whole family being together in gratitude to God. I was also conscious of how
happy Sally would have been to know that the day after her death a baby was born to one of our young
church families who will grow up and be nurtured and loved here. You and I have been given an amazing
gift as trustees of our future even as we serve to honor and remember the past in light of the present. It is
that cycle of birth and death and birth again that makes us inheritors of the kingdom of God and provides
that hopefulness we have for the exciting things God has in store for us. What a treasure we have to be a
part of this family with Jesus Christ in love with us and we in love with him, and therefore in love with one
another. It continues to be a privilege and a blessing for me to serve as your Rector and to anticipate our
growth into the full stature of Christ in this great parish church.

Thank you.



Sally Lord participated in every facet of parish life in her 50 years
as a parishioner, including serving for over 30 years as Director of
Religious Education. Prior to the memorial service last Saturday,
Sherry Gormanous lovingly composed the            following remem-
brance:

Have you ever met someone who made such an impact on your
life that you sometimes wondered what life would have been
without him or her? That is what Sally Lord means to me…and
probably to every one of you who was in the church at her memorial

service on Saturday. To me, Sally was to Winnetka what George Bailey was in It’s a
Wonderful Life. Sally touched so many lives in a gentle, positive, unassuming and loving
manner. Sally Lord made a difference in all of us!

If I may, permit me to share some personal reflections…such as:

Taking the train with Sally to attend Lyric Opera performances,
Or getting together with other widows for our monthly breakfast,
Or working for months to refurbish the Foyer at our Parish House,
Or serving on the Winnetka Interfaith Council for 25 years and hearing Joseph

Cardinal Bernadin at the Thanksgiving Eve service,
Or working at the Christ Church Annual Rummage Sale,
Or being served coffee and donuts by Sally every Saturday morning at the bank,
Or sitting under the stars at Ravinia with dearest friends,
Or delivering dozens of Meals on Wheels,
Or sitting at beach services with Sally and her grandson, Paul,
Or…but let me stop—I am sure you have your own lists.

It was in early spring of 1974 that David and I moved to Winnetka with our children.
We transferred our church membership from St. Martin’s Episcopal Church in New
Orleans to Christ Church. Sally was the first to welcome us to our new church. Sally was
what you might call “the constant force” through the Christ Church ministries of Bill
Lea, Frank McClain and Nick Taylor, interim John Hills, and Ned Prevost. She chaired
or served on every single committee of the church. I remember when she was Director of
Sunday School. One day she asked if I would be interested in teaching, and then quickly
added in her own down-to-earth manner, “Try it, and if it isn’t your bag, well that will be
all right, too.” May I tell you that I not only started teaching then but I am still teaching
today and loving every minute of it. Teaching children is pure joy.

One day when I visited Sally at Hospice, I sang a Sunday School song to her and
watched her close her eyes and listen. When I finished, Sally said, “Thank you, Sherry. I
will miss you.”

Sally, we will ALL miss you dearly. May the good Lord bless you, Sally Lord.
Amen.
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